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As the First Met h odist Chu rch of
G a rden Ci ty, Mi ch . , e a gerly anti c i p a t-
ed the new ad d i ti on to its bu i l d i n g,
e s pec i a lly the el eva tor to all ow unob-
s tru cted access to its Fell owship Ha ll
for the mem bers and fri ends unabl e
to navi ga te the stairs , an issue devel-
oped with a 6-inch com bi n ed storm -
s a n i t a ry line that had been unknow-
i n gly bro ken du ring the exc ava ting of
the el eva tor foo ti n gs . The co ll a p s ed
p i pe was not iden ti f i ed until the con-
s tru cti on com p a ny had com p l eted
the ro u ghing in of the new ad d i ti on ,
wh i ch was direct ly over the bro ken
s a n i t a ry line. The break in the sani-
t a ry pipe su b s equ en t ly shut down the
use of the bu i l d i n g’s kitch en and
b a s em ent bathroom s . The diagn o s ti c
work by Am erican Pipe Lining —
Great Lakes (APL- G L ) , b a s ed in
L ivon i a , Mi ch . , reve a l ed that the bro-
ken pipe was co ll a p s ed approx i m a te-
ly 17 feet from a cl e a n o ut acce s s
l oc a ted in the basem ent men’s bath-
room . The ex tent of the co ll a p s e
( l ength and/or nu m ber of bre a k s )
could not be determ i n ed by CCTV.
A P L-GL of fered an ex p l ora tory pro-
cedu re to the con tractor, not to

exceed a set pri ce to determ i n e
wh et h er the pipe could be rep a i red .

After excavating an access pit in the
m en’s bathroom , A P L- G L , using a
l ow - pre s su re jet ter, Vactron , C C TV
and fabricated tools, was able to clear
the collasped clay pipe and infiltrated
dirt. The removal of the collapsed pipe
revealed a 30-inch void in the sanitary
l i n e . A P L-GL determ i n ed the pipe
could be repaired.

Nu Flow’s CIPP (cured in place
pipe) technology and tools allowed
APL-GL to repair the break by using a
4 - f t . - l ong stint of Nu F l ex CIPP to
span the void. Using a push rod and
CCTV, the stint was manuvered into
place where it was inflated and cured.
After successfully repairing the break,
the en ti re com bi n ed sanitary - s torm
pipe was then restored with a 66-ft.
l i n er, ren ewing the pipe from the
cleanout to the city sewer. The church
now has its kitchen, bathrooms and
storm sewer back online, and the con-
stuction company avoided any demo-
lition of the completed new construc-
tion to repair the break. The total
APL-GL working time was five days.
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